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Law of Introduction to the Norms of Brazilian 
Law 

(See Law No. 13,777, 2018) 

It establishes the Civil Code. 

The PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC I make known that the National Congress decrees and I sanction 
the following Law: 

 

[...] 

 

TITLE II 
OF LEGAL ENTITIES 

CHAPTER I 
General Provisions 

Art. 40. Legal entities are public, internal or external law, and private law. 

Art. 41. Legal entities of public law are: 

I - the Union; 

II - the States, the Federal District and the Territories; 

III - the Municipalities; 

IV - local authorities; 

IV - municipalities, including public associations; (Wording given by Law No. 11,107, 2005) 

V - the other public entities created by law. 

Single paragraph. Unless otherwise provided, legal entities under public law, to which a structure of 
private law has been structured, is governing, as far as their operation is, as to its functioning, the rules of 
this Code. 

Art. 42. Foreign states and all persons governed by public international law are legal entities 
governed by public law. 

Art. 43. Legal entities under domestic public law are civilly liable for acts of their agents which in 
that capacity cause harm to third parties, with the right to regress ive against the cause of the damage, if 
there is, on their part, guilt or deed. 
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Art. 44. Legal entities of private law are: 

I - associations; 

II - societies; 

III - the foundations. 

IV - religious organizations; (Included in Law No. 10,825, of 12.22.2003) 

V - the political parties. (Included in Law No. 10,825, of 12.22.2003) 

VI - individual limited liability companies. (Included in Law No. 12,441, 2011)  (Term) 

§ 1 - The creation, organization, internal structuring and functioning of religious organizations are 
free, and the public authorities are denied recognition or registration of constitutive acts necessary for 
their operation. (Included in Law No. 10,825, of 12.22.2003) 

§ 2 - The provisions concerning associations apply in the alternative to companies that are the 
subject of Book II of the Special Part of this Code.  .  (Included in Law No. 10,825, of 12.22.2003) 

§ 3 - Political parties shall be organized and function according to the provisions of the specific 
law. (Included in Law No. 10,825, of 12.22.2003) 

Art. 45. The legal existence of legal entities of private law begins with the registration of the 
constitutive act in the respective registration, preceded, when necessary, by authorization or approval of 
the Executive Branch, including in the registry all the changes underwhich the constitutive act passes. 

Single paragraph. In three years the right to annul the constitution of legal entities of private law, by 
default of the respective act, counting the period of publication of their registration in the registry. 

Art. 46. The registry shall declare: 

I - the name, the purposes, the registered, the duration time and the social fund, where any; 

II - the name and individualization of the founders or instituters, and of the directors; 

III - the way in which it is administrative and represents, actively and passively, judicially and 
extrajudicially; 

IV - whether the constitutive act is reformable with regard to administration, and in what way; 

V - whether or not members respond in the alternative to social obligations; 

VI - the conditions of extinction of the legal entity and the fate of its assets, in this case. 

Art. 47. The legal entity obliges the acts of the directors, exercised within the limits of their powers 
defined in the constitutive act. 

Art. 48. If the legal entity has collective administration, decisions shall be taken by a majority of the 
votes of those present, unless the constitutive act has a different basis. 

Single paragraph. The right to annul the decisions referred to in this article, when they violate the 
law or statute, or are emative of error, deceit, simulation or fraud. 
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Art. 49. If the administration of the legal entity is to be absent, the judge, at the request of any 
interested party, shall appoint him provisional administrator. 

Art. 49-A.  The legal entity is not confused with its partners, associates, instituters or 
administrators. (Included in Law No. 13,874, 2019) 

Single paragraph. The patrimonial autonomy of legal entities is a lawful instrument of allocation and 
segregation of risks, established by law with the purpose of stimulating enterprises, for the generation of 
jobs, tax, income and innovation for the benefit of all. (Included in Law No. 13,874, 2019) 

Art. 50. In the event of abuse of legal personality, characterised by misuse of purpose, or by 
confusion, the court may decide, at the request of the party, or the Public Prosecutor's Office when it is 
for him to intervene in the proceedings, that the effects of certain and certain relationships of obligations 
be extended to the private assets of the directors or partners of the legal entity. 

Art. 50. In the event of abuse of legal personality, characterised by misuse of purpose or confusion of 
property, the judge may, at the request of the party, or the Public Prosecutor's Office when it is appropriate 
to intervene in the proceedings, disregard it so that the effects of certain and certain relationships of 
obligations are extended to the private assets of directors or partners of the legal entity benefited directly 
or indirectly by the abuse. (Wording given by Provisional Measure No. 881, 2019) 

§ 1 - For the purposes of this article, misuse of purpose is the purpose of the legal entity for the purpose 
of harming creditors and for the practice of unlawful acts of any nature. (Included in Provisional Measure 
No. 881, 2019) 

§ 2 - Patrimonial confusion is understood as the absence of de facto separation between assets, 
characterized by: (Included by Provisional Measure No. 881, 2019) 

I - repetitive compliance by the company of obligations of the partner or administrator or vice 
versa; (Included in Provisional Measure No. 881, 2019) 

II - transfer of assets or liabilities without effective payments, except for those of proportionally 
negligible value; and (Included by Provisional Measure No. 881, 2019) 

III - other acts of non-compliance with the autonomy of assets. (Included in Provisional Measure No. 
881, 2019) 

§ 3 - The provisions of the caput  and § 1 and § 2 also applies to the extension of the obligations of 
members or directors to the legal entity. (Included in Provisional Measure No. 881, 2019) 

§ 4 - The mere existence of an economic group without the presence of the requirements of the caput 
does  not authorize the disregard of the personality of the legal entity. (Included in Provisional Measure 
No. 881, 2019) 

§ 5 - The mere expansion or alteration of the original purpose of the specific economic activity of the 
legal entity does not constitute deviation of purpose. (Included in Provisional Measure No. 881, 2019) 

Art. 50. In the event of abuse of legal personality, characterised by misuse of purpose or confusion 
of property, the judge may, at the request of the party, or the Public Prosecutor's Office when it is 
appropriate to intervene in the proceedings, disregard it so that the effects of certain and certain 
relationships of obligations are extended to the private assets of directors or partners of the legal entity 
benefited directly or indirectly by the abuse. (Wording given by Law No. 13,874, 2019) 

§ 1 - For the purposes of the provisions of this article, misuse of purpose is the use of the legal entity 
for the purpose of harming creditors and for the practice of unlawful acts of any nature. (Included in Law 
No. 13,874, 2019) 

§ 2 - Patrimonial confusion is understood as the absence of de facto separation between assets, 
characterized by: (Included in Law No. 13,874, 2019) 

I - repetitive compliance by the company of obligations of the partner or administrator or vice 
versa; (Included in Law No. 13,874, 2019) 

II - transfer of assets or liabilities without effective payments, except those of proportionally 
negligible value; and (Included by Law No. 13,874, 2019) 

III - other acts of non-compliance with the autonomy of assets. (Included in Law No. 13,874, 2019) 
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§ 3 - The provisions of the caput and §§ 1 and 2 of this article also applies to the extension of the 
obligations of partners or directors to the legal entity. (Included in Law No. 13,874, 2019) 

§ 4 - The mere existence of an economic group without the presence of the requirements of the 
caput of this article does not authorize the disregard of the personality of the legal entity. (Included in 
Law No. 13,874, 2019) 

§ 5 - The mere expansion or alteration of the original purpose of the specific economic activity of 
the legal entity does not constitute deviation of purpose. (Included in Law No. 13,874, 2019) 

Art. 51. In the case of dissolution of the legal entity or revoked the authorisation for its operation, it 
shall remain for the purposes of liquidation until it is concluded. 

§ 1 - The registration of its dissolution shall be made in the register where the legal entity is 
registered. 

§ 2 - The provisions for the liquidation of companies apply, as far as it is, to other legal entities 
under private law. 

§ 3 - Once the liquidation is closed, the cancellation of the registration of the legal entity will be 
promoted. 

Art. 52. The protection of personality rights applies to legal entities, as it may be. 

CHAPTER II 
Of Associations 

Art. 53. Associations are constituted by the union of people who organize themselves for non-
economic purposes. 

Single paragraph. There are no reciprocal rights and obligations among members. 

Art. 54. Under penalty of invalidity, the status of associations shall contain: 

I - the name, purposes and registered area of the association; 

II - the requirements for the admission, dismissal and exclusion of members; 

III - the rights and duties of associates; 

IV - the sources of resources for their maintenance; 

V - the way in which the deliberative and administrative bodies are set up and functioning; 

V – the way in which deliberative bodies are set up and functioning; (Wording given by Law No. 
11,127, 2005) 

VI - the conditions for amending the statutory provisions and for dissolution. 

VII - the form of administrative management and approval of the respective accounts. (Included in 
Law No. 11,127, 2005) 

Art. 55. Members must have equal rights, but the statute may establish categories with special 
advantages. 

Art. 56. Membership is non-transferable if the status does not have the opposite. 
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Single paragraph. If the associate holds an ideal share or fraction of the   association's assets, the 
transfer of the association shall not matter, per se, in the attribution of the status of 
associate to the acquirer or heir, unless otherwise available in the statute. 

Art. 57. The exclusion of the associate is admissible only if there is just cause, in accordance with 
the provisions of the statute; this may also occur if the existence of serious reasons, in reasoned 
deliberation, by the absolute majority of those present at the general assembly specially convened for this 
purpose is recognized. 

Art. 57. The exclusion of the associate is admissible only if there is a just cause, thus recognised in a 
procedure ensuring the right of defence and appeal, in accordance with the provisions of the 
statute. (Wording given by Law No. 11,127, 2005) 

Single paragraph. The decision of the body which, in accordance with the statute, decrees the 
exclusion, shall always be recourse to the general assembly 

Single paragraph. (repealed)  (Wording given by Law No. 11,127, 2005) 

Art. 58. No associate may be prevented from exercising the right or function which has been 
legitimately conferred on him, unless in the cases and by the manner provided for by law or statute. 

Art. 59. The general meeting is privately responsible for: 
I - elect the administrators; 
II - undo the administrators; 
III - approve the accounts; 
IV - change the statute. 
Single paragraph. For the deliberations referred to in items II and IV, the two-thirds of those present 

at the assembly specially convened for this purpose is required, and it may not deliberate, at first 
convocation, without an absolute majority of the members, or with less than one third in the following 
convocations. 

Art. 59. The general meeting is privately responsible for: (Wording given by Law No. 11,127 of 
2005) 

I - undo the administrators; (Wording given by Law No. 11,127, 2005) 

II - change the statute. (Wording given by Law No. 11,127, 2005) 

Single paragraph. For the deliberations referred to in item si and II of this article, it is required to 
deliberate the assembly specially convened for this purpose, the quorum of which shall be the one 
established in the statute, as well as the criteria for the election of the directors. (Wording given by Law 
No. 11,127, 2005) 

Art. 60. The convocation of the general meeting shall take the form of the statute, guaranteed to one 
fifth of the members the right to promote it. 

Art. 60. The convocation of the deliberative bodies shall take place in the form of the statute, 
guaranteed to 1/5 (one fifth) of the members the right to promote it. (Wording given by Law No. 11,127, 
2005) 

Art. 61. Dissolved the association, the remainder of its shareholders' equity, after deducting, if 
applicable, the ideal quotas or fractions referred to in the sole paragraph of Art. 56, shall be destined to 
the entity for non-economic purposes designated in the statute, or, omission, by resolution of the 
associates, to the municipal institution, state or federal, of identical or similar purposes. 
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§ 1O  By clause of the statute or, in its silence, by resolution of the associates, they may, before the 
destination of the remainder referred to in this article, receive in refund, updated the respective value, the 
contributions they have provided to the equity of the association. 

§ 2The  Non-existence in the Municipality, the State, the Federal District or the Territory, in which 
the association has its headquarters, institution under the conditions indicated in this article, which 
remains of its assets will be returned to the State Treasury, the Federal District or the Union. 

 


